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From: Matousek, Bethany (EGLE) 
To: Burdick, Melanie 
Subject: FW: Grand River Whitewater Project Tribal Consultation with Gun Lake Tribe 
Date: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:03:43 PM 
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Bethany Matousek 
Inland Lakes & Streams Program Coordinator 
Water Resources Division 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
517-243-6421 | MatousekB@Michigan.gov 
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE 

From: Garwood, Anne (EGLE) <GarwoodA@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:14 PM 
To: Lounds, Amy (EGLE) <LOUNDSA@michigan.gov>; Kirk, Audrie (EGLE) <KirkA3@michigan.gov>; 
Brown, Cory (EGLE) <BrownC61@michigan.gov>; Matousek, Bethany (EGLE) 
<MatousekB@michigan.gov> 
Cc: Trumble, Luke (EGLE) <TrumbleL@michigan.gov> 
Subject: FW: Grand River Whitewater Project Tribal Consultation with Gun Lake Tribe 

FYI 

Anne Garwood (she/her/hers) 
Wetland, Lakes and Streams Unit Supervisor 
Water Resources Division 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
517-388-4472 | GarwoodA@Michigan.gov 
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE 

From: Liz Binoniemi-Smith <Elizabeth.Binoniemi-Smith@glt-nsn.gov> 
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11/10/22 


Ms. Teresa Seidel 
Director of Water Resources Division 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 
P.O. Box 30242 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 
 


Re: Grand River HNV-A018-7X9N3 Consultation 


Dear Ms. Seidel, 


On behalf of the Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians, I am submitting these 
comments which summarize concerns raised during our November 2, 2022, Consultation regarding the 
permit application HNV-A018-7X9N3 for removal of four low head dams on the Grand River, and the 
installation of four rock grade control structures. We appreciate the attention from EGLE staff to review 
the permit application and ensure that the project results will benefit the Grand River. 


The Tribe is supportive of river restoration projects, but we have concerns that this is not a restoration 
project. We are in favor of the dam removal with the coordination of our Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office. We are interested to know if dam removal, river restoration and improved access and safety 
would provide economic benefit to the city without the artificial white-water structures which basically 
act as dams themselves. It appears that this alternative was considered somewhat in the planning 
process but is not included in the final permit documents or in the Environmental Assessment. We are 
also concerned that this permit application is one step in a larger project that includes the removal of 
the 6th Street Dam.  


Our concerns with the proposed rock grade control structures include the estimated bedrock elevations 
included in the documents. If the estimates are high and the bedrock does not allow for the elevation 
needed for the control structures, how will the structures be anchored? Will bedrock be removed, or the 
structures be redesigned? If bedrock will be mined, how? We are also concerned with the use of grout 
for stabilization. Grouting the rock and boulders reduces or eliminates the value of the structure to 
aquatic organisms and enhances the need for maintenance in the long term. What is the expected 
maintenance required to keep in good repair? Are there accurate models that support that the structure 
will not wash out during high flow and flooding events that bring large debris down the river? What 
agency is taking responsibility for these structures long term? Why are the dams not being totally 
removed and, in some cases, covered up with boulders? 


We are concerned with the PFAS/PFOA and heavy metals that exist in some project areas to be dredged. 
Minimal sampling took place in the project area, will additional sampling be required for the dredge 
material as well as specific disposal criteria? Upstream contamination is known in the Rouge River, as 
this washes downstream, the sediments in the project area are likely to become more contaminated as 
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well. Will fill materials need to be tested to verify absence of PFAS/PFOA and heavy metals? In the 
permit documents, it is listed multiple times that a lot of the dredged materials will be reused.  


Are EGLE and DNR confident that the proposed project will improve sturgeon and other fish habitat as 
proposed and not pose continued low water impediment? This project will, if successful, bring additional 
people into the river during sturgeon spawning time. Additionally, drawings indicate that at baseflow, 
multiple areas in the river will be lower than one foot of water and the only areas that will have deeper 
water will be “wave structures” that will be impassible by many native fish species and other aquatic 
organisms. Referenced fish passage studies, compiled by a third party for GRWW, are not accessible 
and, if like the construction drawings, depth maps and velocity maps use ordinary high water mark flow 
of 2,500 CFS not at normal baseflow of less than 1,500 CFS. We argue that fish passage will be most 
impacted at baseflow, and the only areas passible at baseflow by many native fish will have too high of 
velocity for passage.  


While this project aims to improve safety of the river by removing the dams, it is creating new safety 
hazards such as stranding and injury of paddlers, increased velocities at critical passage points, and 
sharp hard structures in passage areas. Recently, a similar project designed by the same project 
engineer had to be re-constructed due to a fatality and multiple injuries in Colorado. Additionally, the 
presence of wave structures and their associated pools will not only congregate paddlers to one area of 
the river but also steelhead and salmon, wading fisher people, as well as watercraft fisher people 
leading to increased conflict not only between humans but to migrating aquatic organisms. Also, the 
project will be a reason for people to access the river potentially at times of no contact advisories. Will 
there be additional outreach related to advisories with the foreseen increase in river use? Who will be in 
charge of providing outreach to the public in regard to safety? Will PPE be required like similar water 
parks out west? Will the river be closed during high water?  


Again, we appreciate the time and expertise of EGLE staff as you consider our concerns and continue 
your review of the application. Water is life. We understand that the applicant is not interested in any of 
the project alternatives that do not include the white-water structures. We believe that these 
alternatives, specifically the removal of the dams with additional habitat and scour protection where 
needed, still need to be seriously considered.  


If you have any questions regarding our concerns, please reach out to elizabeth.binoniemi-smith@glt-
nsn.gov or Lakota.hobia@glt-nsn.gov. 


Sincerely, 


 


 


Chairman Bob Peters 
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Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:07 PM 
To: Garwood, Anne (EGLE) <GarwoodA@michigan.gov>; Bob Peters <Bob.Peters@glt-nsn.gov>; Alex 
Wieten <alex.wieten@glt-nsn.gov>; Lakota Hobia <Lakota.Hobia@glt-nsn.gov>; Becky Baker 
<Rebecca.Baker@glt-nsn.gov> 
Cc: Lambeth, Katherine (EGLE) <LambethK@michigan.gov> 
Subject: RE: Grand River Whitewater Project Tribal Consultation with Gun Lake Tribe 

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to abuse@michigan.gov 

Hi Anne, 
We did submit comments. I apologize for not ccing you. 
Liz 

Elizabeth Binoniemi-Smith 
Environmental Director 
Gun Lake Tribe 
2872 Mission Dr. 
Shelbyville, MI 49344 
{p} 269. 397.1780, ext. 1248 

From: Garwood, Anne (EGLE) <GarwoodA@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:01 PM 
To: Liz Binoniemi-Smith <Elizabeth.Binoniemi-Smith@glt-nsn.gov>; Bob Peters <Bob.Peters@glt-
nsn.gov>; Alex Wieten <Alex.Wieten@glt-nsn.gov>; Lakota Hobia <Lakota.Hobia@glt-nsn.gov>; 
Becky Baker <Rebecca.Baker@glt-nsn.gov> 
Cc: Lambeth, Katherine (EGLE) <LambethK@michigan.gov> 
Subject: RE: Grand River Whitewater Project Tribal Consultation with Gun Lake Tribe 

Hello everyone – 

I wanted to follow up on the consultation meeting we had on November 2.  We are quickly 
approaching our project review deadline, so I wanted to check and see if you are planning to submit 
any written comments on this application?  I thought that was something that you were considering, 
but I wasn’t sure if you had decided otherwise.  Thank you! 

Anne Garwood (she/her/hers) 
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________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wetland, Lakes and Streams Unit Supervisor 
Water Resources Division 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
517-388-4472 | GarwoodA@Michigan.gov 
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE 

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Lambeth, Katherine (EGLE) <LambethK@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 12:38 PM 
To: Lambeth, Katherine (EGLE); Lambeth, Katherine (EGLE); Keatley, Aaron (EGLE); Sanders, Jerrod 
(EGLE); Saldivia, Luis (EGLE); Trumble, Luke (EGLE); Garwood, Anne (EGLE); Kirk, Audrie (EGLE); 
Brown, Cory (EGLE); Elizabeth Binoniemi-Smith; Bob Peters; Alex Wieten; lakota.hobia@glt-nsn.gov 
Cc: Clark, Liesl (EGLE); Seidel, Teresa (EGLE); Laudazio, Jennifer (EGLE); Smith, Laura (EGLE); Thelen, 
Mary Beth (EGLE); Shaler, Karen (EGLE); Matousek, Bethany (EGLE); 'Becky Baker' 
Subject: Grand River Whitewater Project Tribal Consultation with Gun Lake Tribe 
When: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 1:00 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Importance: High 

Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device 
Click here to join the meeting 

Meeting ID: 264 538 906 315 
Passcode: xBqRoo 
Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only) 
+1 248-509-0316,,740294298#  United States, Pontiac 
Phone Conference ID: 740 294 298# 
Find a local number | Reset PIN 

Learn More | Meeting options 
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